
Let us open with prayer.

Fathers and Brothers of the Mississippi Valley Presbytery,

I have asked to stand before you to present a call to diligence which in the long term will help safe 
guard the future uniqueness of our beloved denomination.  It saddens me to be standing here for 
two reasons.  First, It would be my desire that what I am going to say was unnecessary and secondly 
that to be pointing out this issue is going to, at least from some, bring criticism such as “Who does 
he think he is?”  I stand here humbly, not as one who declares himself superior in any way, but as 
one who speaks, and echoes what Paul wrote when in 2 Cor 12:11 he declared “even though I am a 
nobody.”
 
I want to open by reading from 1 Cor 1:20-24
 
20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world?21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its 
wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the 
message preached to save those who believe.22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks 
search for wisdom;23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles 
foolishness,24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God.25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men.

 
We are at a time where change is affecting the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. According 
to what I was told, the first report at the 2007 Synod was an alert to the fact that many of our ARP 
pastors are preaching sermons that would be more qualified as “moralism” rather than focus on 
Christ.   Our moderator of 2011-2012 presented challenging statistics which should sober each one 
of us.  We are a dying ember that was once on fire for our Lord and Savior.  If is very possible we 
are like the church in Ephesus where in Rev2:4 it states “But I have this against you, that you have 
abandoned the love you had at first.”  This church was still keeping the truth, but Matthew Henry 
points out, “The sin Christ charged this church with is not having left and forsaken the object of the 
love, but having lost the fervent degree of it that at first appeared.”    Oh, yes, there are a few bright 
sparks here and there, but they are few and far between.  Fortunately, we are recognizing this is 
happening.  There is still time to fan the coals, add a few twigs, and then bigger logs to again see the 
blazing fire of a group of believers doing what they have been called to do by the Word of God.  
 
Our Presbytery is decreasing in numbers. We must confess that this is happening during our times 
of active preaching and shepherding our congregations.   We are wise in that we do not want to look 
at ways that water down the Gospel message we are presenting in our churches each week.  We do 
not want to go the way of the broader Evangelical churches with their liberal theology and their 
even more liberal liturgy.  To do so would lend itself to turning our back on our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  When people ask “What is the ARP” we can answer with pride, “We are among the last 
of the Gospel preaching, conservative Presbyterians!”
 



Around 1930 A W Pink wrote, “Comparatively few of those who occasionally read the Bible are 
aware of the awe-inspiring and worship provoking grandeur of the divine character.  That God 
is great in wisdom, wondrous in power, yet full of mercy, is assumed by many to be common 
knowledge, but to entertain anything approaching an adequate conception of His being, His nature, 
His attributes,  as those revealed in the Holy Scripture, is something which very, very few people in 
these degenerate times have attained unto.  “
And
“How vastly different is the God of Scripture, from the “god” of the average pulpit!
 
Think about that statement from 82 years ago.  What do you think Pink would say about the 
average pulpit today?  In too many pulpits Christ is missing every Sunday.  I wonder to myself, “Do 
saved Christians need the Gospel.  I have been a believer from my youth.  I am now 60.  Why do I 
sit in the pews?”  As of yet, I haven’t quit sinning, I still need encouragement, and I want to know 
that  my repenting of the sin is being heard.   I want to hear the good news.  Yes, even confessing 
Christians need to hear the Gospel of Christ.  
 
It was Donald Grey Barnhouse who described what a city under Satan’s control might look like: 

“If Satan took control of Philadelphia, all of the bars would be closed, pornography banished, 
and pristine streets would be filled with tidy pedestrians who smiled at each other. There 
would be no swearing. The children would say, “Yes, sir” and “No, ma’am,” and the churches 
would be full every Sunday . . . where Christ is not preached.”

Does such a city describe our cities?  More pointedly: does this describe our churches?  Have 
our churches become mere hollow, Christ-less institutions filled with pastors and people going 
through the religious motions of empty, moralistic worship on a weekly basis?  If this describes our 
churches, places absent of Christ, then we have great need of repentance and change.
 
We should ask ourselves questions such as, “How often is the Gospel message preached today?”  
Are pastors still preaching as Paul directed, “And we preach Christ crucified.  Is this happening in 
your church?  Sadly too many ministers will say yes without even thinking about it.  The elders 
support what is happening because the message will be Scriptural and the message will have a good 
life lesson, but they do not recognize the loss of the good news of the Gospel of Christ.  
 
One of the purposes of the ONA committee both on the Synod level and on the Presbytery level is 
to help with revitalization of our churches.  We have too many of our churches that are dwindling.  
We can look at our circumstances and see demographic changes and blame demographic changes  
for the changes in out church.  We can look at our neighboring churches and deduce that they have 
more resources and can offer great entertainment and blame the lack of new faces to hear the 
Gospel on those attractions. We can see seeker friendly churches reaching out and point a finger at 
them for the way they are going about reaching the lost.  And at this point, I ask myself, “Does that 
help us to be pointing fingers?”   I actually hope that we will look at ourselves and ask, “How can 
we compete with them?”  This is a wake-up call.  D. L. Moody was quoted as saying after someone 
criticized his approach to evangelizing with the following,  “I don’t like it either, but I like my way 



of doing it better than your way of not doing it.”    Perhaps if we ask ourselves what we need to do 
different we will realize what we have that they do not offer.  We have our own special offering to 
those elected to hear.  It is called the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
Some of us may pat ourselves on the back and say ‘yes, yes’ that happens in my church.  But Fathers 
and Brothers, I challenge you to pick up a tape of your message and listen.  The great sermons that 
the ARPC was founded on are going by the wayside. 
 
In my short time of being in the ARP, I have heard 14 sermons preached at Synod and Presbytery 
and listened to several more on tape.  To date, of the 20 sermons, I have only heard the good news 
of Christ crucified, standing in my place condemned, 6 times.  Some have come close to preaching 
the gospel, and some have preached about the gospel, but only 6 have actually preached the gospel 
itself.  If the lost do not hear the good news then how will they ever believe in Jesus Christ?  God 
uses the ordinary means of the gospel preached to save people; are we providing the good news?  
Are we preaching the gospel?  
  
 I ask myself why am I not hearing Christ preached.  Where is the good news to encourage me and 
to encourage my brothers sitting next to me?   Perhaps it is because many of these sermons were 
being “preached to the choir”.  They were presented at Presbytery and at Synod and maybe the 
Fathers and Brothers of these meetings don’t need encouragement and good news.  To this line of 
thinking I would ask, “When do those who week in and week out present the Word of God to the 
congregations of the ARP not need to hear the words themselves?  You know these words,  “God 
had a plan before the foundation of the world.  His plan presented a method by which we who are 
born sinners destined to a  judgment that would rightfully result in our being cast into hell,  might 
find salvation in the work of His only begotten son Jesus Christ.”  Do we not need to hear that all 
was completed on the cursed cross.  That were it not for Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross we would be 
suffering for our sin against the Holy God who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Our Savior Jesus 
stood in our place, was nailed to the cross, suffered the humiliation that is rightfully ours, suffered 
the wrath of a Holy God which we are in no way prepared to withstand and then He died on that 
cross in our place and was buried.  On the third day He arose to eternity; declaring that all who call 
on His name will be saved.  He paid it all on our behalf.  We have hope now.  God has justified us, 
forgiving all our sins and counting us perfect, blameless, and without spot!  God is also sanctifying 
us in this life, and will eventually perfect our sanctification, giving us sinless bodies and bringing us 
into the New Heavens and New earth where there will be no more sin!  God is now our Father; we 
are His children!  This is good news, but it came at the expense of Christ: this we must never forget 
and endlessly proclaim!  Declaring the benefits of redemption is necessary; but we must never 
declare the benefits without declaring the cost of those same benefits, the cost of Christ crucified, 
the cost of Jesus humiliated and mocked and scorned and condemned in our place!    
 
Yet, some of our pastors do not realize the need for this important message, not only to the Synod and 
to the Presbytery, but even to their own congregations.  We must change that.  There are many in the 
world today who are not yet saved.  There may even be some in our own congregations who have come 
to church for years but yet do not know the Christ who gave His life for them. There are also many 



believers who do not have a church home but who would make your church their home if only they 
heard the good news every week!  We can dare to be different by evaluating how the gospel message 

is preached to those who hear.  We can encourage ourselves by stepping up and telling the good news 
to everyone listening. Ear-tickling sermons can be found everywhere, but what men and women in 
our towns and cities must come to know is that if they want to hear the good news of Jesus Christ 
preached every week, our churches are a place they can hear it!  
 
Thomas Murphy wrote in his book Pastoral Theology the following, “The one great theme which the 
preacher must ever bring out from the word of God and present in the diversified forms it receives 
from all scriptural truth is Christ and him crucified.  As Vinet has most aptly expressed it, “In every 
sermon we must either start from Christ or come to him.”   We have the training and we have the 

history of preaching Christ every single time a message is given.   But even today, even to our pastors, 
preaching Christ crucified will be a stumbling block to some and foolishness to others.  Let it be said 
from this day forward that the Pastor’s of the Mississippi Valley Presbytery preach Christ and Him 
crucified to all who hear, declaring to men the price God paid in His son to redeem fallen sinners 
from hell, and declaring what those fallen sinners must do to receive such a wonderful gift!    
 
Let us pray
 
 
 


