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Opening Remarks 
 

I would like to thank Moderator Steve Maye for hosting the 

meeting this afternoon, and for the invitation to be one of the speakers.  
 

We all know why Dr. Evans has been asked to be here and to 

address the issue of the current state of the ARP – he has a PhD from 

Vanderbilt, he is the Younts Professor of Bible and Religion at Erskine 

College, he is a past Moderator of the General Synod, he writes the Bible 

lessons for our Adult Quarterly, and he has published articles on the 

state of the ARP. 
 

If you’re wondering why I’ve been asked to be here, well, I’ve been 

asking myself that same question!  
 

But I’m humbled by this invitation and opportunity, and I’ve been 

asked to speak on the reasons that I hopeful about the future of the ARP 

– yes, after all that we’ve been through the last couple years, and, yes, 

with all that we will likely face when we begin the meeting of General 

Synod tomorrow, why I am hopeful about the future of the ARP.  
 

But I’d like to begin by making something clear from the outset… 
 

Introduction 
 

This is not about a call to peace, or a call to unity. I reject the idea 

that unity and purity exist in a zero sum game. I believe Christian unity 

is the consequence of purity pursued in a pure way. 
 

That does not mean incremental reformation. The only adjective 

that belongs before the word reformation, in this context, is the word 

biblical.  
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We must not pursue reformation swiftly, or pursue it 

incrementally – we must pursue it biblically. Sometimes that’s faster 

than we want it to go, other times that’s slower than we want it to go, 

but because it is the work of God, and not of men, biblical reformation 

will always be more thorough than we naturally desire, and more 

lasting in the end. 
 

And I think I can say, from everyone that I have talked to within 

the ‘conservative ranks’ of the ARP, that we share the same goals, we are 

pursuing the same ends. Where we disagree is on the means of how to 

get there. 
 

That being established, I would like to share with you three 

reasons that I am hopeful about the future of the ARP. 
 

I. First, I am hopeful because I see pulpits in the ARP mysteriously being 
filled with men who boldly proclaim the whole counsel of God. 
 

The Swiss historian and apologist for the Reformation, Merle 

D’Aubigne, marveled at the fact that the Reformation didn’t spring from 

Luther alone and then spread throughout Europe in a way that could be 

attributed to human strategy and coordination. Rather, the Reformation 

seemed to rise all of the sudden from three or four different springs, 

each independently gushing forth the doctrine of justification by grace 

through faith. He recounts that Jacques Lefevre was teaching 

justification by grace through faith in France by 1510, from whom 

William Farel learned about it, and that Zwingli was teaching it in 

Switzerland by 1516, and Zwingli is clear in his writings that he had not 

so much as heard the name of Luther at that time. And then it was 

Luther who famously dropped the hammer in 1517 in Germany.  

D’Aubigne wrote, in his History of the Reformation in the Sixteenth 

Century: “The work commenced at the same time in different countries, 

without any communication one with the other; as in a battle all the 

divisions begin to move at the same moment, not because one has not 

told the other to march, but because each has heard one and the same 

command, issuing from a higher power. The time had come, the nations 

were prepared, and God was everywhere beginning the revival of his 

Church at the same time. Such facts demonstrate that the great 

revolution of the sixteenth century was the work of God” (p. 441). 
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Looking to the ARP, let me ask you: If you wanted to reform a 

whole denomination, and of all the layers of that denomination you 

could only reform one stratum, whose influence could then permeate 

the whole denomination, which stratum would you choose? The agency 

heads? The diaconates? Which stratum, if reformed, would send 

shockwaves from the top to the bottom of that denomination? It is 

obvious that you would reform the pulpits, you would want to see 
strong preachers deposited into that stratum. 
 

The 2007 Report of the Vision Committee diagnosed four factors 

that appeared to contribute to the lack of vitality in the ARP Church and 

seized upon several remedies. Among the four problems in the 

denomination, the report lists this as the third: “There is a crisis of 

biblical instruction in the church,” and references specifically “the 

lack of systematic, clear, and detailed instruction in basic Christian 

beliefs.” Then, towards the end, focusing on the needed remedies, it 

highlights: “Powerful Preaching,” and states, “Reformation in the 

church always begins with the teaching and preaching of God’s 

Word. Churches committed to honoring Christ and serving him 

faithfully must make strong, biblical pulpit ministry their first 

priority, Impotent pulpits produce impotent churches.” 
 

 

So that’s where Reformation always begins. And what has the 

LORD been doing in the ARP over the last several years? 
 

As you look around the denomination, and look at pulpits being 

filled over the last five or so years, the story that emerges is that of the 

mysterious arrival of strong preachers, popping up here, and there, and 

there, and now beginning to dot the landscape of the ARP. 
 

They are not just chaplains of churches, though they take 

visitation seriously – they are preachers of the Word. Their sermons 

leave no room for moralism or cultural Christianity, but they call people 

to a decisive response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to the necessary 
implications of the Gospel. 
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These are men who want to finish their time in their church 

saying as Paul said to the Ephesian elders: “I am innocent of the blood of 

all of you, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of 

God.” 
 

Who are they? I’m undoubtedly missing several, but when I think 

of why I’m hopeful about the future of our denomination, I think of 

these men: 
 

- I am thankful that the Lord has brought us Evan English, pastor 

of Clover ARP Church. I have heard few people present the call 

of the Gospel, and the call of a life of total surrender to the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ, as powerfully as Evan. It’s no wonder 

that Evan has made pretty much the whole circuit of ARP 

camps and conferences as the featured speaker before he 

turned thirty. 

- I am thankful that the Lord has brought us Rev. Brian Howard, 

pastor of Effingham ARP. Brian doesn’t know this, but I 

sometimes listen to his sermons, and they are excellent. They 

are winsome, rich, and compelling. I’ve been especially grateful 

for his recent expositions of Genesis, in which Brian did a 

tremendous job of presenting the textual evidence for the 

literal six-day view in the context of other acceptable views. At 

the same time, and in the same series, he defined what 

theology is and what science is with as much clarity as I have 
ever heard from a pulpit. I’m glad to have Brian in the ARP. 

- I am thankful that Paul Mulner is at Covenant of Grace ARP in 

Winston-Salem. Paul hosts a weekly radio show called “Sound 

Words”. And it is excellent. It is indeed sound, it is presented 

with gentleness. You should check it out at  
www.soundwordsradio.com. 

- I am thankful that Clint Davis is now at Chester ARP. The Word 

is raining down from heaven and is not returning void at 

Chester ARP under Clint’s powerful alignment of head and 

heart in his expositions. Clint can preach. And as I learned as a 

classmate of Clint’s in a ThM class taught by Dr. Ross, Clint is a 

very, very sharp thinker.  

- I am thankful that the Lord has strategically placed Bryan Bult 

at Greenwood ARP. I got a call the other day from a good friend 
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with a doctorate in theology who visited Bryan’s church and 

said, “Hearing his sermon was like going to a well to drink 

deeply from fresh waters. I’ve been thinking on it all week.” 

- I am thankful that the Lord has made Chad Reynolds the Senior 

Pastor of Lake Wales ARP. Chad just came and gave three 

hours of talks at our church retreat last month on the doctrine 

of glorification, completing a three year cycle of retreats 

focusing, one-by-one, on Justification, Sanctification, and 

Glorification (yes, I ripped that off from RUF). And Chad drove 

home to our people that yes, God does raise the body, yes, 

there will be a new heavens and a new earth, and yes, the day 

of judgment will all happen on one day, not two or two and a 

half, and he also didn’t predict it would happen on May 21. And 

he talked to us about eternal heaven, and eternal hell, and he 

fed us the meat of solid doctrine found in the Word. 
- I am thankful that Lord has brought Will Andersen to the ARP, 

who is now at New Perth ARP, preaching the Word and holding 

forth sound doctrine and new families joining it seems every 

month. A family in our church just yesterday was telling me 

how highly their mother is praising your Wednesday night 
teaching on Pilgrim’s Progress. 

- I am thankful that the Lord has made Dr. Steven Myers the 

pastor of Pressley Memorial ARP. Steven is an excellent 

preacher and teacher, and I’m especially grateful to him for his 

expositions of Exodus, and how he has not fallen into the false 

law/gospel dichotomy that is pervading so much of the 

Reformed evangelical landscape today. I rejoice to see this 

young pastor theologian laboring in our midst, and am excited 

to see what his future holds. 

- I am thankful that the Lord has brought Mark Miller into the 

ARP, who is now preaching the Word at Shiloh ARP, and you 

will get to hear him preach Wednesday night, I believe. When 

Mark was in seminary, he was known as the best preacher that 

RTS-Charlotte had produced to date. It was said of Mark that 

he looks like Stonewall Jackson and preaches like Charles 

Spurgeon. And his congregation is growing through 

conversions and through some incredibly strong Reformed 

families who are finding a home at Shiloh ARP. And another 

evidence of the work of God in our denomination in that Mark 
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is now engaged to be married. Erasmus once said among the 

Catholics, in response to the announcement of Luther’s 

marriage to a nun, “Some say the Reformation is a tragedy, but 

I say it is a comedy, because it always ends in a wedding.” 

- And then there’s Mantle Nantz. I am thankful beyond words to 

the Lord for bringing Mantle Nantz into the ARP. He was called 

last year to be the pastor of Newberry ARP. Mantle is a ‘means 

of grace’ pastor par excellence, and a truly skilled expositor of 

the Word. He’s also a scholar, currently pursuing his PhD in 

patristic theology, so we can add his name to those of Steven 

Myers and Nathan Frazier as budding pastor theologians in our 

midst. 

- I am thankful to the Lord for bringing Jim Mitchell to be the 

pastor of Sandy Plains ARP. In seminary Jim was known for 

more than just his father-in-law (Bob Cara). Jim was rightly 

known as one of the finest all-around men in his class – a great 

teacher, thinker, and gentleman. And if Jim is who he was in 

seminary, then he would be our resident Van Tilian. 
- And just today I got to know Matt Lucas for the first time. In 

the words of Gordon Query, “Wow”. He recently preached a 

men’s retreat for a very large PCA church, and a friend of mine, 

a member of that church, came back from the retreat and sent 

me an email with the title: “Matt Lucas, Super (ARP) Man”. In it, 

he said: “Our speaker for the conference was Matt Lucas with 

Reformation Presbyterian Church (ARP) in Hendersonville, NC. 

I know nothing about him except that he was excellent. His 

messages were very penetrating. He dealt with us as men and 

challenged us to renew our minds and commune with God 

through Scripture. You could tell that he had a thorough 

knowledge of things through his anecdotes. Not only that, you 

could feel the urgency in his message. God blessed me through 

his teaching. You left feeling like you had been exposed to deep 

waters. If Matt Lucas is an indication of the way the ARP is 

going, then I am [greatly encouraged].” 
 

Take these stories, and I’m betting you could double their number 

as you survey the whole denomination, and then remember we are only 

about 30,000 members, and it leaves you scratching your head and 

asking: Why is the Lord sending us all of these fervent young preachers 
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of His Word? Are we witnessing a work not of men, but of God, in our 

midst? And beyond these young men, the Lord has also recently brought 

us the likes of a Sinclair Ferguson and now a Derek Thomas. 
 

So you look at the observation of the 2007 Vision Statement that 

there is “a crisis of biblical instruction in the church,” and a “the lack of 

systematic, clear, and detailed instruction in basic Christian beliefs,” and 

you then look at what has been happening over the last few years in our 

pulpits and in our conferences for all ages, and you add all that together, 

and you have to ask yourself, “Is there a work of God taking place among 

us? Where has this come from? From heaven?” 
 

And may I add that we desperately need the prayers and 

encouragement of the older ministers who boldly and prayerfully laid 

the foundation that the Lord now seems to be building upon. We owe a 

debt of gratitude to men like Jamie Hunt, Boyce Wilson, Charles and 

Calvin Todd, and Jim Corbitt. And I hope that they take some special 

satisfaction in seeing the pulpits in the ARP mysteriously being filled with 
men who boldly proclaim the whole counsel of God. 
 

II. Second, I am hopeful that God’s promises for his church will prevail for 
a people of faith and humility. 
 

 I don’t know about you, but I often have things happen in the 

course of my ministry that leave me discouraged for my church, or for 

my own ability to minister in my church. I remember a good friend of 

mine from Belarus who was himself a minister of a Reformed Baptist 

church in Minsk telling me, upon my call to the ministry, “One of the 

most important things in ministry is getting used to disappointment.” 

And that is no doubt true. 

 But it’s what you do with the disappointment – do you meet it 

with discouragement and self-pity, or do you meet it with faith?  

 In his letters from 1559 to 1561 to the embattled and increasingly 

weary Reformed brethren in France, Calvin counseled against the 

growing sense of despair among them that might lead them to take up 

worldly arms against the Catholic powers that be, or abandon the work 

in France altogether in order to escape persecution. Calvin said, in 

essence, “Do not take up arms in your defense, and do not flee your 

posts. Rather, repair to the promises of God. If you lose hope in the 



 8 

promises of God, you will lose the reformation in France.” In one of 

those letters he wrote, “Now our arms to combat valiantly in this cause, 

and resist the enemy, are to fortify ourselves by what God shows us in 

his Word” (Letters, vol. 7, p. 81). 

 

Over the last two years, I have heard a lot of ministers and 

delegates fortifying themselves not with the Word of God, but with 

sayings of military generals on the one hand, or weak clichés about 

peace and unity on the other. 
 

We need to fortify ourselves with what God shows us in his Word: 

 “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 

gates of hell will not prevail against it.” 

 “But you shall receive POWER when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you, and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 

You, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 

mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.” 
  

 “By faith we believe that what God has promised he is able to do”, 

says Paul in Rom. 4:25. And one of the best ways for biblical 

Reformation to be stymied, here or anywhere, is to lose sight of God’s 

promises for his people. 
 

 It is said that Martin Luther once plunged into a black depression 

over something that had gone wrong in the Reformation. For three days 

he was despondent. On the third day his wife, Katie, came downstairs 

dressed in black. “Who’s dead?” he asked her. “God,” she replied. Luther 

rebuked her saying, “What do you mean, God is dead? God cannot die.” 

“No,” she replied, “but since you act as though God is dead, I thought I’d 

join you in the mourning.” This apparently made Luther laugh so hard 

that he came out of his depression and regained a proper perspective of 

things. 
  

“God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and 

of a sound mind.” What would happen if this week the YAB [the building 

in which the General Synod holds its meetings] were banished of all 

fear, and filled with a spirit of power and of love and of a sound mind? 
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I am hopeful that the promises of God prevail for a people of faith… and of 

humility. 

 

David says in Psalm 138:6 – “For though the LORD is high, he 

regards the lowly, but the proud he knows from afar.” 
 

I’ll never forget a particular conversation I once had on the front 
porch of the home of a very wise professor in seminary. At the time I 

was a first-year seminary student who was eager to learn a Christian 

worldview in order to help transform the culture for Christ. And so I 

asked this professor a question that had been on my mind. Since the 

days of Francis Schaeffer, the American evangelical landscape had 

become covered in programs and ministries that train people in a 

Christian worldview. They even train them specifically on how to take a 

Christian worldview into the university, or into Washington D.C., or into 

the media. And yet, a generation later, evangelicals in America had 

largely failed in recapturing these institutions. I figured that this 

professor, in his brilliance, had spotted a strategic flaw or two in the 

way that Christian worldview had been promoted in America, and I was 

hopeful that, upon learning these strategic flaws, I could try to put the 

fix to work. So I asked him why that was – why, given all of this focus, 

and all this money, and all of these people well-trained in Christian 

worldview, we hadn’t recaptured any of the real powers-that-be, any of 

the “rings” (to use Chuck’s allusion to Tolkein) of the culture.  And 

without missing a beat this professor said, “Because the American 

church isn’t humble enough yet. And God isn’t going to put institutions 

of power into the hands of a proud church, because they wouldn’t know 

how to handle it, and would destroy themselves in the process.” 
 

In the battle to regain the educational institutions of the ARP 

church, we must recognize – as those who are not Deists, but who 

believe that God searches the hearts of men and actively intervenes in 

all things – that pride within the church is a killer. If it’s true that 

“blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven,” then 

my job is to make sure that my pride and personal designs and personal 

strategy and personal timetable for reformation are not blocking the 

reception of the kingdom of heaven.  
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I am hopeful that God may be letting us go through some times of 

shaking in order to create in us the humility that opens wide the gates 

for the kingdom of heaven to gain territory on earth. 
 

“For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly, but the proud 

he knows from afar.” 
 

I am hopeful that the promises of God prevail for a people of faith 
and of humility. 
 

III. Thirdly and lastly, I am hopeful that when God throws a wrench in one 

method of pursuing a biblical goal, it is sometimes in order to bless 

another method of pursuing and ultimately reaching that same goal. 
 

You remember the story of Uzzah and the ark of the Covenant 

from 2 Samuel 6. 
 

The Philistines had captured the ark of the Covenant, but it didn’t 

go so well for them so send it back to Israel. It ends up in a little town 

called Beth Shemesh, where it stays for a while – 20 years, in fact. We 

read about that in 1 Samuel 6. 
 

Then, in 2 Samuel 6, David decides its time to bring the ark back 

to Jerusalem. He had the right goal in mind. So he goes all in. He gathers 

30,000 choice men to accomplish this. Some of them focused on how the 

ark itself should be transported. You can imagine their planning 

sessions, as they considered the size and weight of the ark, the road 

conditions, and the rest. 
 

We read that they decide to build a new cart, and put the ark on 

the cart, and have oxen pull it back to Jerusalem, which is the same 

method that the Philistines had used to sent the ark back to Israel. 
 

So off they go. David and all the house of Israel were playing music 

and making a huge festival out of this, when, unexpectedly, the oxen 

stumbled. 
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Now as I read this story, I can’t help but think of all the people 

who say that the June 2010 Synod got ‘wobbly kneed’. Some of us 

disagree, but let’s say that they did. 
 

You then see some wobbliness here. The method that David and 

his men relied upon to pull the ark of the covenant back to its true 

home… stumbled. 
 

And as that ox stumbles, Uzzah puts out his hand to steady the 

ark, and God strikes him dead. And there is cause for mourning among 

those who have invested so much effort into bringing the ark home – a 

grand attempt to do something right ends in tragedy. 
 

And even David begins questioning whether the end-goal is 

possible. In v. 9 he says, “How can the ark of the LORD come to me?” So 

he decides he’s not going to try. In v. 10, “So David was not willing to 

take the ark of the LORD into the city of David, but David took it aside to 

the house of Obed-edom the Gittite.  
 

And the ark remains in Obed-edom’s house for three months. A lot 

happens while it’s there – we read that the LORD blessed Obed-edom 

and all his household. 
 

But, after three months, King David and his men decide to make 

another go at it. 
 

But this time, the means are different. Not a new cart and oxen 

again. Rather, we read of “those bearing the ark” and of them going “six 

paces” before they then sacrifice oxen and fatted sheep. 
 

Why the change in method? 
 

Sometime during that three months, someone saw that God had 

given explicit instructions on how you move the ark. In Exodus 25:10-

15, it says that you are to make the ark with rings, and also make polls 

of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold. And if you want to 

transport the ark, you do it this way – by putting the poles through the 

rings, and then having people carry it. 
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So this second time around, they aim for the same goal, but 

they’ve learned something about the means. This approach is a bit 

slower – priests carrying the ark may not move as quickly over distance 

as oxen drawing a cart. But this approach is right in line with God’s 

Word. And, this second time, no oxen stumble, no people stumble, and 

the ark of the covenant makes it back to Jerusalem. 
 

This passage has been an encouragement to me over the last 

several months, because in it we see that when God throws a wrench in 

one method of pursuing a biblical goal, it is sometimes in order to bless 

another method of pursuing and reaching that same goal. 
 

Conclusion 
 

I am hopeful that God is doing a mysterious work of filling our 

pulpits with strong preachers who boldly proclaim the whole counsel of 

God, and that is the most necessary ingredient for Reformation, and God 

is giving it to us. 
 

I am hopeful that God’s promises will prevail for a people of faith 

and of humility, and that He may be sovereignly orchestrating our 

circumstances to produce in us greater faith and humility, to the end 

that we will see the fruition of those promises and the in-breaking of his 

kingdom through believing and humble church. 
 

And I am hopeful that when God throws a wrench in one method of 

pursuing a biblical goal, it is sometimes in order to bless another method 

of pursuing and reaching that same goal. 
 

And again, I would encourage us not to pursue reformation 

swiftly, nor to pursue it incrementally – but to seek to pursue it 

biblically. Sometimes that’s faster than we want it to go, other times 

that’s slower than we want it to go, but because it is the work of God, 

and not of men, biblical reformation will always be more thorough than 

we naturally desire, and more lasting in the end. 
 

 


