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by Pastor Tim Phillips

On March 14, 2010, I enjoyed one of  the 
greatest blessings and privileges a father and 
pastor can ever experience: I baptized our 
daughter, Grace Cameron Phillips, as a child 
of  the covenant of  grace. 
 As most of  you know, Grace hasn’t had an easy life thus 
far. She was born on January 15, nearly two months prema-

ture. She spent more than a month in the NICU, and shortly after her baptism she 
went back into the hospital and spent nearly two more weeks at Kosair. At that 
point she had literally spent more time in hospitals than at home with us.
 But that sort of  experience helps put the Christian life into better per-
spective. Being a Christian does not mean an instant end to life’s problems. Jesus 
makes this very clear at the end of  Matthew 7, when He describes two houses that 
are built on different foundations. The same storms hit both houses, but only the 
one on the solid foundation stands. Jesus says that if  we wish to build on the sure 
foundation, we must hear His words and follow Him.
 We must trust God and His promises to us; we must be obedient to His 
word. That is why we baptized Grace. It was not because we believe there is any-
thing magical about the waters of  baptism or that baptism somehow saves her. We 
are trusting in the promises of  God first given in the Old Testament to Abraham, 
when circumcision was the sign and seal of  God’s covenant promises (Genesis 17).
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The Blessings of Grace

 Refresh your skills in shar-
ing the Gospel at our special 
series, “Two Ways to Live.”
 It’s also a great way to enjoy 
a Sunday evening!

JOIN US SUNDAY 
EVENINGS THROUGH 

JUNE 27, 6-7 PM

Mark Your Calendar
June 8-10 ..............Synod meeting
June 19 .............. Baby shower for
....................................Sarah Flight
June 20  ...... Potluck after Church
For more info, call Pastor 
Tim, 491-0269.

the daY of peNtecoSt 
waS better thaN
thuNder oVer 
LouiSViLLe iS!
Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came 
from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting.
they saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated 
and came to rest on each of 
them. acts 2:2, 3

NEW! And Special!       
 Sunday School is a great time 
to learn and enjoy fellowship.  
We have a class for all age groups, 
so join us at 10 AM on Sundays. 
You will be blessed.
 This summer, Keith Kleinjan’s 
class will focus on Building a 
Christ-centered Home and Fam-
ily.  This will be a very special 
study, so join Keith and Jessica 
and build new dimensions in 
your home!
 Pastor Tim’s class will study I 
and II Thessalonians. 

 Are you interested to learn 
more about the Associate Re-
formed Presbyterian Church? 
For more information, please 
contact Pastor Tim, 491-0269.

ARP?



for the iNViSibLe thiNgS of hiM froM the creatioN of 
the worLd are cLearLY SeeN, beiNg uNderStood bY the 

thiNgS that are Made… (roM. 1:20a)

Meet Lawrence and Dinah Ansah
by Joyce Dowdell  

We are enjoying the flowers of our labor done in 2009. Roses, crocuses, tulips 
and lilies are some of the perennials that were started last Spring and autumn. 
we will soon enjoy black-eyed Susans beneath the front sign. Many thanks to 

the gardeners, weeders and providers of these treasures of god’s creation.
aLSo, thaNKS to those who mow and trim. the church lawn looks wonderful!!

 The Ansahs came here from Esheiman, Ghana in 
Africa, which is a city of  over two million people. Lawrence 
came in 2007 and Dinah in 2008. They left many family
members behind. Lawrence’s parents are deceased but 
Dinah’s mother, Emme Darko, still lives in Ghana. Dinah 
has five siblings in Ghana and one brother who lives in New 
Jersey. He plans to go back to Ghana one day.
 The Ansahs have four natural born children and one 
adopted child still in Africa. They have one son named Eu-
gene who is in the U.S. Air Force Reserves and is studying at 
Louisville Seminary to be an Air Force chaplain. It was at his 
invitation that they came to 
this country. Eugene has two 
children, Michael and Debo-
rah.
 The Ansahs have three 
other grandchildren in Ghana, 
one girl and twin boys. It is 
an eight hour flight from New 
York to Ghana so they are a 
long distance from many loved 
ones that they miss dearly.  
They do plan to return to 
Ghana one day.
 Lawrence and Dinah 
did not leave Ghana until they 
were retired. In Ghana, Dinah 
taught first grade and taught 
all subjects. She retired after 
27 years. Lawrence worked for 
a financial institution as a radio 
officer. He was also a catechist 
which is like a non-ordained 
minister. His job was to help plant new churches and to stay 
in the church, doing most jobs a minister would do until a 
permanent pastor was hired. He could not marry a couple 
or administer the sacraments, but he could teach and preach. 
At present, he works for the Kroger’s store on Breckenridge 
Lane. Dinah is taking a course from the Red Cross that will 
enable her to be a nursing assistant when she passes her test in 
June. They do not have a car so they depend on bus transpor-
tation to get them to work and other places.
 They belonged to the Presbyterian Church in Ghana. 
Missionaries were sent from Basel (Switzerland), Scotland, 
and Jamaica to the Gold Coast Colony in the early 1800s at 
the request of  the King of  Denmark. After fifteen years they 

had no converts. Many of  the missionaries died. More mis-
sionaries were sent from Jamaica in 1843 and with the help 
of  African Christians they started to grow and spread. By the 
end of  the nineteenth century there were 33,000 
members in the Presbyterian Church of  Ghana. 
This church has existed longer in Ghana than 
Midlane Park has existed in Louisville!
 The crest of  the Church (right) reflects the 
three groups of  missionaries that initiated the 
founding of  the church in Ghana. Their church 
was similar to ours in many ways. They had youth, and 

adult groups as well as men and 
women’s groups. One difference 
is that they had a singing band. 
When the offering was taken, 
the band played, people sang, 
and people left their seats and 
danced to and from the front of  
the church to give their dona-
tion. Their church had many 
activities and on days when they 
had lunch and other things, the 
service would last from nine 
to three. Prayer groups in the 
church did outreach to help start 
new churches in many places. 
Lawrence helped to start three 
new churches in his job as a 
catechist, before leaving Ghana.

 The Ansahs find that there 
are many similarities in our home 
countries. Some differences are 
food and sports. Soccer is the 

sport of  choice in Ghana. Our foods are much higher in fat 
and sugar than the African cuisine. Rice dishes and beans are 
a staple there. One dish that is made often is called fu fu. It 
is made with plantains, which are like bananas, and casaba, 
which is a melon. They eat a lot of  cocoyam, which is like a 
potato. They make a dish called kenkey with maize, which is 
ground, fermented and then steamed in a corn husk. They 
are able to get native foods at a local African food store and a 
local Filipino food store.
 We are certainly fortunate to share our church and our 
friendship with our friends from Ghana. They have bright-
ened our days. We hope they stay for a long time and enrich 
our lives with their unique ways. Christian fellowship is a 
blessing in itself.

The Ansahs often wear beautiful gowns or outfilts, that are worn in Ghana 
for social occasions. For example, these would be worn to church or 

weddings, and at festivals that are related to Ghana customs.
One custom is to celebrate the New Year, “ODWRA.” Another is the 

celebration of Harvest time. Ghana celebrates many festivals.



Robert and Sarah Flight transferred 
their membership from the Covenant 
Reformed Presbyterian Church in Hali-
fax, Nova Scotia, to Midlane on May 2nd. 
They are expecting their first child on July 8. 

Welcome, New Members!

Celebrating the Resurrection!
Our thanks to Doris Dunn 
for coordinating the Easter 
Lilies for the sanctuary. We all 
enjoyed seeing Grace Phil-
lips, shown with proud mom 
Anna and Esther Modesty, 
at Easter, too. 

Jason and Beth Gaddie were married in the church 
on April 9. Jason’s daughter, KeriAnn (left), and Beth’s 
daughter and son, Lana and Todd, are close in age. The 
family lives near the church.

Two Ways to Live is our Sunday 
Evening Study through June. Feel free 
to join us at 6 PM in the sanctuary for 
this excellent series that will help you 
with ideas on sharing the Gospel.

About the choir
Join the choir! At the present, the choir practices in the 
time after Sunday School and before Church. Each 
month, selected hymns 
are emailed to members 
so one can practice at 
home, too. 

“We will tell the 
next generation 

the praiseworthy 
deeds of the LORD, 
his power and the 

wonders he has 
done. “

Psalm 78:4



Grace, cont. from front page
 In the New Testament, that covenant sign is given in the 
sacrament of  baptism (see Colossians 2:11-12). The pattern in 
the book of  Acts included the baptism of  entire households (Acts 
16:15; 16:33; 18:8). The promise of  the kingdom of  God in-
cluded children (Matthew 19:14; Acts 2:39). Paul even addresses 
children as members of  the church (Ephesians 6:1-3). Through-
out history, God has always included the children of  believers as 
part of  His covenant community. In the Old Testament that was 
Israel; in the New Testament it is the church.
 Some will object to the baptism of  infants on the ground 
that it creates a false assurance of  salvation on the part of  the 
child. Quite honestly, though, I have seen just as much of  a prob-
lem (perhaps even greater) expressed by those baptized as adults. 
If  anyone simply trusts in a religious act such as baptism, no mat-
ter what his age, then that is a problem. Our trust is not in what 
we do, but in what Christ has done. If  we are looking to anything 
other than Jesus, then we are looking at the wrong thing.
 Grace, it will be years before you are able to read these words. I 
want you to know that you are very precious in the sight of  your mother 
and me. But I want Jesus to be even more precious in your sight. The wa-
ter of  baptism was applied to you, and your mother and I made promises 
to raise you up in a Christian home, to pray for you, and to teach you the 
gospel. You have an entire church congregation that took similar vows. We 
all look forward to the day when you make a public profession of  your 
faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior. That will be by God’s grace alone, as 
your name reminds us. You have received the covenant sign of  baptism, but 
you must still trust in Christ. May God open your heart to do so.
Visit the Pastor’s Blog, http://www.gairneybridge.wordpress.com

The Ansahs enjoyed a 
special celebration at 
Second Presbyterian 
Church in honor of Eu-
gene, their oldest son, 
who graduated from 
the Louisville Seminary 
this spring. (See the 
article on page 2.) In the 
photo, Eugene is third 
from the left, with his 
wife,Celia, and mom-
in-law. Deborah and 
Michael, his children 
are shown, front. The 
other men are pastors 
or from Ghana. 
Lawrence and Dinah 
are proud of him!

German Chocolate Cake
Submitted by Ellie Wayne
Ingredients
1 package german chocolate cake mix ( 18 1/4 oz )2 packages 
( 8 oz ) cream cheese,softened
1-1/2 cups sugar
4 eggs,lightly beaten

FROSTING
1 cup sugar
1 cup evaporated milk 
1/2 cup butter,cubed
3 egg yolks, beaten
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1-1/2 cups flaked coconut
1 cup chopped pecans

• Prepare cake batter according to package directions. Set aside.
• In a small mixing bowl, beat cream cheese and sugar until 
smooth. Add eggs,beat on low speed until just combined.
• Pour half of the cake batter into a greased 13 by 9 in. pan.
• Gently pour cream cheese mixture over batter.
• Gently spoon remaining batter over top; spread to edge of pan.
• Bake at 325 degrees for 70-75 minutes,or until a toothpick 
inserted in middle of cake comes out clean.
• Cool on wire rack for 1 hour.
• For frosting,combine sugar and egg yolks in heavy saucepan.Mix 
until well combined. Add butter and milk. Mix well. Cook and stir 
over medium low heat until thickened and a thermometer registers 
160 degrees.
• Remove from heat. Stir in vanilla; fold in coconut and pecans. 
Cool until frosting reaches spreading consistency. 
• Frost cooled cake. Refrigerate but let set out for awhile before 
serving.

FAMILY FUN

The baptism of Grace was 
a time of family enjoyment. 
Shown right is Gerald Cam-
eron, Anna’s dad.

“Family Fun” 
is a new sec-
tion of  our 
newsletter. 
Please send 
some of  your 
family fun 
photos to 
anne@fast-
zone.com.

We miss Chuck Simmons! 
Before he moved to 

California, he traveled to 
Massachusetts to visit one 
of his daughters. They are 
shown in her family’s res-

taurant, The Savory Skillet. 
He promises to send 

more photos.

MEN! Ask Pastor Tim about: 
“The Godly Man’s Picture”!


